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Daughter of a Holocaust hero

Agnes Hirschi, whose father rescued
thousands of Jews in Hungary, visits Israel

By Les Glassman and Larry Pfeffer

WHEN WE think of the Holocaust and the
kind, resotwceful and beave people who
risked and sacrificed so much in order to
save Jews, which names come to mind?
People such as Faoul Wallenberg Oscar
Schindler and Chivne Sugihaa.

To most people, Carl Lutz, the Swiss dip-
lom at in Budapest, who was “recogmz ed”
long ago by Yad Vashem and other orgam-
zations and who even appears on an Istaeli
stam p, 16 hardly known

Thisis supriang cond dering all the Ho-
locaest events, programs, educat on, books
movies and even towrs to death camps in
Poland.

After all, Lutz (1305-1975) risked s ca-
reer and life to protect tens of thousands of
Jews from the Nami and Hungsian Mdlas
Chrrow Cross murderers. According to ¥ ad
Vashem, Lutz — the Swiss Vice Consul to
Hungay —wasre sponsible for saving some
62,000 Jews from Mazi death camps over a
three-year period, from 1942 to 1945

Due to his cowrageous actions, almost
half of the Jewish population of Budapest
survived snd were not deported to Nam
camps. When Faoul Wallenberg armived,
Lutz shared his experience issung protec-
e papers and saving Jews

He placed many hotses in Budapest un-
der Swiss protection, incliuding the legend-
ary “Class Howse,” where abowt 3,000 Jews
fotmnd shelter, andwhich became the Ziomst
yourth rescie tnderground headguarters It
iz located at 29 Vaddsz Street, ne o the D an-
ube Fiver and the Pacli s ent.

We were privileged to have met in Tel
Awviv recently with the daughter of Card
Lutz, Agnes Hirscld, who was viahng
from her hom e in Switzetland to attend an
im portant event at the Undversity of Hwu-
fa about Jewish refugees in Switzerland.
Whereas the Swiss government’s achons
toward Jewish refugees were deplorable,
there were some Jewswho found s safe ha-
ven inSwitz erland. Hirsch trelessly labors
to keep Lutz’s e gacy alive.

An important JTewish principle is “recog-
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nition of kindness™ (hakforat hetor). At Ho-
locaest events it is obligatory to say, “One
person canm ake a difference,” and to quote
from the Talmud: “He who saved one has
saved awhole world.”

Inthe case of the rave few like Lutz, “He
who saved tens of thousands saved tens of
thousands of worlds ™

We must never forget the horrible atroc-
ithes of the Holocaust and it is incumbent
upon 115 also to remember the names and
very important deeds of people such as
Lutz, Wallenberg and Sugihara as well as
Anistides de Sousa Mendes, George Man-
tello, Fapal Nuncio Angelo Rotta, Giorgio
Perlasca and some 30 addit onal diplomats
who saved m any Jews

We m st also remember the "Jewish Wal-
lenbergs” — E1 Salvados’s First Secretary
in Switzerl and G eorge Mantello (W andel),
who stopped the trains from Hungmy to
Aunschwitz, Hill el Kook (aka Peter Bergsom)
in Ametica, Gisi Fleischm an and Fabbd
Wlichael Ber Weissmandl in Bratislava Fe-
cha and Yitz chak Sternbuch in Switz erland,
Eabli Solom on Schonfeld in England and
Wilfrid Israel in Germany, England and
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Carl Lutz

Portugal — peopl e whose activism led to the
tegcie of imdre ds of thousands

The names of Lutz and those above
shoul d be known to all Jew s and otherswho
care abowt decency, bravery and herodmm.
They were beacons in the dak and are s
thentic role m odels whom we should all toy
to em ulate.

YadVashem has a slogan: “Fem embering
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Agnes Hirschi at the University of Haifa
im March

the Past, Shaping the Fuhwe™ Its corollany
ig equally =gmficant: “Misemem bering the
Past, Misshaping the Future”

There 15 a very small sign without a pho-
tograph about Carl Lute at the Yad Vashem
musetm Withthe following text: “One collec-
Hve passport (Schndgpass ) issued by the Swiss
consilate in Budapest, headed by Kl L,
for Jews who were candidates for immipgra-
tionto the L and of Taael. In the pasmport, the
consulate certifies that these Jews are under
Swiss protection tntl their departure for the
Land. In order to provide protection to as
many Jews as possible, Lutz gave thess ap-
provalsto familie sinstead of individuals and
thus the collective passporte covered 30,000
Jews”

To the right of the sign there are a Swiss
protection paper and a large notice about the
Relief andFEescue Committee andthe contro-
versial D Eudolf K asztnes, with s picture.

At the bottom 18 a small photograph of the
Glags H ouse with the followring text: “Jewish
people in Budapest, swaming to the Glass
House, in the hope of obtaning protective
passes, known as Sohedspasses. Underground
oper ative s W orking in the bunlding di stribute d
papers and provided refisge for thousands of
Jewish people. 19447

A personal note by Larry Pfeffer: 1 was a
wvery mnall child in Budspest in 1944-5. My
father, ArminPfeffer, found refuge for awhile
in the now legenday Glass House. [ am very
grateful to my mother and also to the Chris-
o family who hid me for a while at great
risk in the Buda pat of Budaspest to Cal
Lutz on a personal level, as well as to Faoul
Wallenber g and m ore than 20 diplom ats, who
saved so many of usin Hungary |

My quest to maintain Lutz's legacy

Lutz as do tens of thousands of Hungarian lews Lutz provided in

Budapest Swiss safe conduct papers for lews in cooperation with
IMoshe Krausz of the Palestine Office and established safe houses ure
der Swiss protection. He did it on his own initiative and risked his life
and career to do sal

My parents were Hungarian lews and | was born in London, ina
country at war with Nazi Germany.

My mother and | wentto see Carl Lutz in his Budapest office at the
Swiss Legation to get a protection paper for me, then a sixyear-old

little girl and a British subject. Lutz was in charge of the Departm ent
of Fareign Interests. He found my mother sym pathetic and decided
to employ her as a housekeeper in his residence, in the former British Legation
in Buda. We mowved there in summer 1544 and stayed with him and his wife to
the end of the war.

The siege in Budawas terrible and lasted three months. From Novem ber 1544
boembing was practically non-stop. Inthe middle of the night | would be awak-
ened, would take my doll and go down to the bomb shelter with my mother.
There were 30 of us there in very basic conditions. After Christmas 1944 until
the end of the war in Buda, mid-February 1945, we had to stay permanently in
the cold bemb shelter. Food was scarce. After the Germans were driven out,
diplamats were forced by the Russians to leave Hungary. In 1949, Carl Lutz m ar-
ried my mother in Budapest, took us to Berne, Switzerland, and that is how he
became my stepfather.

Carl Lutz was the first Swiss to be recognized by Yad vashem, in 1564, The
Swiss government blamed him for overstepping his aut hority. They ignored him
and until recently he received no recognition for his kind and heroic deeds in
Hu ngary.

Asavyoung girl | did not dwell much on my past and rarely spoke about it. | was
too busy with all the new exciting things in my life. | travelled alot, got married,
had children and fulFtime employment as a journalist with a daily newspaper.
There was no time tothink abouwt my past and Swiss people were not interested
inthe Holocaust.

This attitude changed inthe 19905 when the question of the dorm ant assets
of Jewsin Swiss banks during World War || was discussed. That led to increased
interest in the deeds of Carl Lutz. He was featured in Eric Saul’s well known
exhibit "Visas far Life” about diplomats who rescued lews The exhibit toured
America, Israel and Europe and, partly as a result, Carl Lutz became better
know n. | was satisfied, as| had promised him on his death bed that | would do
my best so the next generation would know about the terrible persecution and
wanton murder of infnocent people and his rescue activities.

My oecup ation with the Haolocaust became and still is an im portant part of my
|ife = giving speeches, organizing exhibitions, presenting a recent Lutz docum ene
tary and speaking to young people in schools in Switzerland and inter nat io nally.

Two years ago, | had the chance to publish a book together with Holocaust
Prof. Charlotte Schallié from the University of Victoria, Canada The book, Jew-

ish Eyewitness Accounts from Wartime Budapest, contains 36 interviews with
Holocaust survivars under Swiss protection.

It is very important to have these testimonies, as the number of the people
who are able to tell their stories is diminishing. | recently presented the book
at the US Holocauwst Memorial Museum in Washington DC, at the Los Angeles
Wiesenthal Center and, in March, at Haifa University in connection with the
exhibition of the Gam araal Foundation, "The Last Swiss Holocaust Survivors”
Agnes Hirschi, Switzerland

I am & Holocaust surviver and owe my life to Swiss Vice Consul Carl
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